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More than two months after presidential elections in the Dominican Republic, there is still no
official winner. The crisis is threatening the political and economic stability of the country as popular
demonstrations call for new elections and strikes disrupt commercial activity and discourage
tourism. On July 12 and 13, the country was partially paralyzed by the latest strike called by the
Broad Front for Democracy and Against Fraud (Frente Amplio por la Democracia y Contra el
Fraude), which includes various grassroots organizations.
The strikers are demanding new elections and the reappearance of university professor Narciso
Gonzalez, who disappeared 10 days after the elections after publicly charging that they were
riddled with fraud. Various civic groups and political parties have denounced the widespread
searches, arrests, and disappearances of opposition leaders that have occurred since the election.
The opposition has threatened to call a national strike if the official electoral commission (Junta
Central Electoral, JCE) declares President Joaquin Balaguer the winner. Manuel Garcia Lizardo,
president of the JCE, said that the commission is in no hurry to declare a winner, and will do so
"when the time is right."
Inauguration ceremonies are scheduled for Aug. 16 and a winner must be announced with enough
lead time for the Congress to ratify the results before that date. The crisis began during the May
16 elections, when opposition parties and international observers claimed that a "massive fraud"
was underway. Several days later, the JCE stopped the count with 97% of the ballots tallied. At that
point official results had put Balaguer ahead by less than 1%, or about 30,000 votes. The government
appointed a special commission to carry out a "thorough investigation" of the alleged irregularities.
The special commission issued its preliminary findings on July 13, which confirmed that between
28,000 and 45,000 registered voters were unable to vote because of irregularities at the polling places.
The report neither confirmed nor denied charges by opponent Jose Francisco Pena Gomez of the
Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD) and other opposition leaders that the fraud resulted from
a conspiracy by Balaguer's Partido Reformista Social Cristiano (PRSC) and the JCE. The government
insists that no fraud occurred, only "minor irregularities" that affected all parties equally. However,
on July 14 Balaguer proposed calling a constituent assembly to modify the constitution to allow for
new elections "within a year or two." The opposition is demanding new elections now.
Because of the crisis in neighboring Haiti, the US has a strong interest in the political situation in
the Dominican Republic, which has backed the Haitian military and facilitated smuggling across
the border. Several US State Department and congressional delegations have been sent to Santo
Domingo to confer with Balaguer about the fraud charges and the Haiti situation. Spokespersons for
the Clinton administration said they have not told the Dominicans what to do, but added that the US
would "help carry out new elections" if the government decided they were necessary.
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